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Labor and Congress 

An unusual situation exists now in Con- 
gress in regard to labor. The new Con- 
gress is predominantly anti-labor, elected as 
a country-wide reaction to the administra- 
tion’s years of giving labor constant advan- 
tages over business. However no Congress- 
man can get re-elected from an industrial 
community if the labor vote is against him. 
Therefore while big speeches are made 
against labor and are cheered on the floor 
of both houses, only a few dare to vote, in 
black and white, decisions against labor. 
Hence, regardless of all the anti-labor noise 
in the country, you can count on it that no 
important anti-labor legislation will be 
enacted. 

The Wagner Labor Relations Act and 
the Wages and Hours Act will remain. 
Labor is sitting solid and is going to stay 
that way. However, when something like the 
John L. Lewis-led coal wage boost comes up, 
blow-offs against labor and its “unpatriotic 
demands” make a terrific din over the coun- 
try. We just want to tip you off not to be 
deceived by it. Labor will take a little trim 
on hours and wages where big business also 
takes a trim in profits via taxation, but 
otherwise the position of labor is impreg- 
nable and we should keep that in mind as 
we meditate on our future. 

The above paragraph becomes especially 
poignant when we see the recent report of 
the American Federation of Labor that its 
membership has grown from 2,861,000 in 
1937, to 6,200,000 in 1943. 


African Viewpoint 

Here are some facts from Africa that 
most of us have missed. Commander Seeley, 
U.S.N. (retired) who knows Africa well, 
recently reported that the people of North 
Africa are not fitting into the English- 
American scheme of things at all as it is 
being made to appear in official reports. 

He stated that these people expect us to 
feed them in return for what at best is a 
non-hostile attitude toward us. (We must 
not expect much cooperation). And they 
will cause us plenty of trouble if we do not 
feed them. 

Unfortunately for us, at least ninety per- 
cent of the population of North Africa, 
mostly Moslem Arabs, are somewhat anti- 
Jewish, and of course that makes them 
fascistic. This attitude is due to fascistic 
propaganda concerning the Zionist move- 
ment in Palestine which has been spread all 
over the Near East and other Moslem 
regions. 

Hitler and Mussolini have used the 
Zionist movement to create distrust of Eng- 
land among all Moslems to such an extent 
that no Moslem living anywhere in the 
Near East can be trusted to cooperate with 
England or any of her allies—including us. 
The fascists tell the uneducated, but proud 
and clannish, Moslems that England intends 
to drive all Moslems out of Palestine and 
give the Moslem land there to the Jews. 

Thus as long as American forces are 
mixed up in Africa we are dealing with a 
highly inflammable situation which not 
many Americans, and, unfortunately, few of 
them in Washington, understand. What 
happened to the military time schedule in 
Africa proves that. 


Second Front 


We have received tips that a new “second front” is to be opened sometime within 
sixty days. We'll hear about it probably first from Berlin, for of course absolute 
secrecy prevails. Still it is in the air at Washington. And while our Africa campaign 
seems to have bogged down quite a bit, our guess is that when it is over we will look 
back and see that our high command was doing a difficult, delicate but necessary job of 
synchronization. 

In this connection we should be warned that America is to experience a great in- 
crease in casualties. Vast new action by the United Nations is likely to start in many 
areas of combat. May, June, July and August may be hair-raising, shocking months 
for the American public. Things are definitely shaping that way. This war can end 
only in the fury of a world-wide battle. We must face the coming weeks with prayer- 
ful concern. For thousands of American homes, the summer will bring great tragedy. 

It is widely believed that Germany cannot face another winter with Russia unde- 
feated. Hence Hitler must take extreme measures to liquidate the Russian situation 
soon, either by a military defeat or by a negotiated peace. No doubt his immense 
effort to retake Kharkov was to put him in a better position to open negotiations with 
Stalin. Watch for rumors of these negotiations in the press soon. 

England and the United States know that unless Stalin has absolute assurance of 
vital action on a second European front soon, he may negotiate. If Hitler and Stalin 
make a deal again, the United States and Britain will be in a desperate situation. 
Their defenses are scattered all over the world and, facing them, there would be an 
enormous consolidation of land power reaching out in all directions from Europe. Plus 
this, Japan would be ready to strike on a dozen flanks. 

Hence our deductions above, that England and the United States must swing into 
full-scope major action soon on a much larger scale than the African conflict. If they 
fail to do this within the next five months, no man’s mind can encompass the future 
and the condemnation history will record against present day United Nations’ leadership. 
Dilemma in Outline 


It would be a good thing to trace the bearing of past events on this immediate 
future. Let’s do it in outline so it will be especially brief and clear: 


A. Roosevelt and Churchill, before America’s entry into war, meet to formulate the 
course of the “United Nations’—before there was a “United Nations”’—in the form 
of the Atlantic Charter. 

B. This document promises a new era of freedom and economic equality to all 
mankind as an aim of the democratic nations. 


C. Japan strikes. America is in the war. 

D. Churchill, speaking for the controlling tories, makes it clear that Britain has 
no intention of living up to the Atlantic Charter, where Britain’s interests are involved 
in the field of colonial exploitation. 

E. Roosevelt still insists the Atlantic Charter applies to all races everywhere. 
London replies with sullen denials. 

F. The Washington government leads out to denounce extraterritoriality in China. 
London reluctantly joins agreement, but explains it is not to include the crown colonies 
in China. 

G. Russia speaks up that she intends to keep the Baltic States and some portions 
of Poland and the Balkans. (Why not, in light of the above?) 

B America wakes up to the fact that the old game of power politics is being 
played again. Churchill makes a flowery speech about “realities” and Anthony Eden 
rushes to Washington. 

And today—American leadership, recognizing that we must, above all things, keep 
the fighting alliance strong between ourselves and our allies, is forced into a dangerous 
dilemma. If we back down on our high ideals on the war, the kick-back politically 
will be terrific when America has awakened again to the full disillusionment of another 
war. If we push our ideals, it is clear that it will bring a severe crisis in London and 
Moscow. Also pressure from the American public is to get on with the war first, 
while pressure from London is not to run unnecessary risks, giving Hitler time to 
wear out. We tell you again that that policy is openly interpreted in Moscow as the 
British imperialist tory policy, expressed in 1938 and still in action, to make Germany 
and Russia bleed each other out. England’s anxiety to keep Russia fighting is shown 
in the pressure exerted on Washington these days to accept the “status quo” of Mos- 
cow’s war demands. 

It is a disheartening picture. But it is the truth and we had better take our eyes 
off the lollypop propaganda and face it. 


Labor Faces Facts 


Another incident which adds further confusion to the international scene is the 
recent execution by Russian authorities of Polish labor chiefs with its attendamt re- 
percussions. In New York recently a huge mass meeting was held by the labor leaders 
of America in protest of these Stalinist killings. The American labor leaders issued 
the following statements which are significant as indicating the trend of the American 
labor mind. ; 

The statements declared that appreciation of the valiant struggle of the Russian 
armed forces to drive the Hitler hordes from the Russian homeland will not “lead us 


(Continued on next page) 
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Burmese Underground 

Word has reached America, through uncensored, underground, in- 
ternational labor circles, of significant developments in Burma. The 
Burmese workers, who were unable to put up an effective resistance 
to Japanese invasion early in 1942 because most of their leaders were 
still imprisoned by the British, have now begun to fight back. From 
reliable sources, it has been learned of the formation in Burma of 
a new underground organization of Burmese workers. Militant 
nationalists, many of them had gone over to the Japanese at the time 
of invasion. 

When the Japanese first invaded the country, their propaganda 
achieved a certain success. The British authorities—following the 
great Yenangyuang oil strike of 1939 which lasted more than a year 
and led to sympathetic action by almost the entire working people 
—had suppressed most of the unions and imprisoned their leaders. 
Little was done to mobilize popular sentiment against the invaders. 
As a result, leadership of the people was left to nationalist—and 
frequently pro-Japanese—Buddhist priests, who enjoy great prestige 
among the Burmese, most religious of all Southeast Asiatic people. 

The Japanese tried to get native labor to repair the oil wells, 
refineries, railways and bridges blown up by British and American 
engineers. Their tactics were a combination of impressment and 
cajolery but apparently met with small success. 

Within a few months the Japanese suppressed the Burmese self- 
government committees, which had taken too literally the promise 
of national independence, and had disarmed the majority of the 
Burmese Independence Army, composed of misguided nationalists who 
had helped drive out the British. The Burmese see that they were 
tricked. The violent and arrogant attitude of the enemy toward 
the Burmese has alienated all but a tiny minority of upper-class 
traitors. 

Thus, the 


workers of Burma, who so bitterly hate the British 
imperialists, 


have found Japanese imperialism no relief. 


Japanese-Russian Cooperation 

From what we can find out, there is no doubt about Japanese- 
Russian cooperation on many angles. Here are some of the things 
that have been reported through “underground” but dependable 
channels. 

1. Japan is selling captured British Malay rubber to Russia. 
What is more, it has been stated on the floor of Congress that Russia 
has been selling some of that rubber to the United States! 

2. Japan is allowing American ships with lend-lease materials to 
pass through Japanese blockades of Russia’s far eastern ports. The 
Japanese Navy occasionally inspects these ships (American, sailing 
under Russian flags with mixed crews) but their passage is never 
hindered. 

3. This has all been rather confirmed by the widely known fact 
that Japan and Russia recently renewed the famous Siberian Kam- 
chatka fishing pacts that crowd close to the Aleutian Islands. It 
is admitted to give the Japanese an enormous advantage for me- 
teorological reasons in their fighting against our Alaskan forces. The 
United States would have been glad to have paid, ten times over, 
the small sum the Japanese paid for the fishing rights, to gain the 
advantages Japan gained. But Russia is playing a clever game of 
maintaining aloofness to the west and kinship to the east to all Asi- 
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atics, a game that easily out-manoeuvers the snobbish racialism and 
imperialism that now characterizes so much of the west’s political 
attitude. 


Russia’s Potential Power 

Taking the present trend of national population statistics as a 
base, Dr. Frank W. Notestein, of the Office of Population Research, 
told the American Philosophical Society recently that Soviet 
Russia is well on the way to becoming the most influential power 
in the world. The great powers of western Europe which have so 
long dominated that continent are near the end of their rapid growth 
in people and power whereas the Soviet can look forward to an 
enormous increase within the next thirty years in the number of 
Russian citizens of “productive age 

Despite his belief that Russia will become “too big to beat”, Dr. 
Notestein does not seem to expect that the Soviet Union will attempt 
to conquer the world. “Perhaps she will be weary enough and suf- 
hag 4 confident of her great future not to be overly truculent” 
1€ sai 

However, Dr. Notestein states that western Europe, and the 
United States whose situation is not far different, will have to take 
wise steps to stop the steady downward movement of their birth 
rates, and to adjust their national economies to this significant popula- 
tion trend. He also adds that, in order for them to survive, it will 
be necessary for the nations of the world to establish some form 
of collective security and to teach the world “the advantages of 
cooperation within a framework of enlightened self-interest.” 


Dim-Out 


There is talk in the air of entire national dim-outs. Reason: 
coal and power shortages. In most places it is coal that makes 
electricity and transportation possible. 


Truth in Advertising 


Advertising campaigns frequently produce startling claims for 
their products, but the cigarette companies seem to lead with their 
widely-circulated flights of fancy. A liberal publication recently 
compared such advertising to the tricks of the old-time snake oil 
peddler. In this comparison the snake oil vendor came out almost 
whitewashed. He fooled his public in small doses whereas today’s 
glib “patter” is handed out on a wholesale basis. 

The Federal Trade Commission is trying to restrain cigarette 
advertising claims. It recently cracked down on the statements of 
the Old Gold Company that Old Golds were a safe smoke. This 
assertion was based on a widely publicized test which found the 
Old Gold had 1.177,187 of an ounce less nicotine than other selected 
cigarettes. The FTC feels that such a claim, based on such a 
split-hair figure, is wildly exaggerated. It also declares that, despite 
wide public announcement, nothing “new has been added”. The 
FTC condemns the practice of securing signed endorsements of ce- 
lebrities for certain brands of cigarettes, stating that such endorse- 
ments are misleading in the extreme since the celebrities do not nec- 
essarily smoke the cigarette they endorse if, indeed, they smoke at all. 

Advertising is so great a medium for disseminating vital informa- 
tion, we heartily wish the FTC success in its endeavor to make ad- 
vertising facts true facts. 





